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This was a joint expedition, the first in which a
really modern English fleet and army had ever
taken part, with Sir John Norreys in command of
the army. There was no trouble about recruits,
for all men of spirit flocked in to follow Drake and
Norreys. The fleet was perfectly organized into
appropriate squadrons and flotillas, such as then
corresponded with the battleships, cruisers, and
mosquito craft of modern navies. The army was
organized into battalions and brigades, with a
regular staff and all the proper branches of the
service.

The fleet made for Corunna, where Norreys won
a brilliant victory. A curious little incident of
exact punctilio is worth recording. After the
battle, and when the fleet was waiting for a fair
wind to get out of the harbor, the ships were much
annoyed by a battery on the heights. Norreys
undertook to storm the works and sent in the usual
summons by a parlementaire accompanied by a
drummer. An angry Spaniard fired from the walls
and the drummer fell dead. The English had
hostages on whom to take reprisals. But the
Spaniards were too quick for them. Within ten
minutes the guilty man was tried inside the fort
by drum-head court-martial, condemned to death,
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